From: prayer@matthew1027.org

Date: Sun, 4 Nov 2007 17:24:42 -0800

Subject: Matthew1027 Prayer Team - Newsletter #1

Dear Family in Christ,

This Newsletter is a petition for your prayers. God moves when his people express their desperation for him. 

The following is a list and description of people we encountered in yesterdays outreach. Please pray as you are moved by the Spirit.

1. Dee. Has formerly been involved in church fellowship. Those who spoke with him discerned that he carries around a lot of hurt and pain. He seemed to acknowledge the truth of the gospel, but is unwilling to surrender his life. He received a copy of John Piper's message on C.D., "quest for joy", in addition to a gospel booklet, "for your joy". 

2. James. A gutter-punk who is in much darkness, and dwells in a state of confusion. He received a New Testament. He gave considerable hearing to the gospel, and seems to acknowledge the truth, but unwilling to surrender his life.

3. DeAndre. Has a background in the Jehovah's Witnesses. Needs to have a revelation of who Jesus is. He seems to be mocking the gospel in His heart. He acknowledges that he is given over to vanities such as fame and fortune, but has no desire to repent.

4. Abdul. A muslim man who received the New Testament. May he read it and see the glory of Christ. 

5. Greg. A teenager who we have also spoken with in past weeks. Comes from a Mormon background. He seems to have a serious hang-up with evolution/creation type issues, which seem to be blinding him from the truth of the gospel.

In addition, if you could pray for Nick Mattos. He prayed a prayer that seemed to be motivated by repentance and faith in Christ a few weeks ago, genuinely affected by the gospel. He desired to come over for dinner, but now seems to be avoiding our phone calls. Pray that he finds fellowship and surrenders his life to Jesus.

Also, last week, Chris and James had a long and profound hearing of the gospel. They are both homeless traveling teenagers. Both of whom seemed to acknowledge the reality of the gospel to some degree, and Chris might be a genuine Jesus loving Christian. He knew and understood a considerable amount of the Bible, and may really know Jesus, but it is hard to tell. James was pretty resistant, but two weeks ago he was almost brought to tears at the hearing of condemnation due to sinners and the love of Christ who saves them. They were supposed to hitch hike down to Texas together this past week. Please pray for them as you feel led.

Thank you for your prayers. May God bless you richly as your sweet smelling incense rises to heaven.

In Christ,

Jeffrey Lacine

From: prayer@matthew1027.org

Date: Thu, 8 Nov 2007 22:09:40 -0800

Subject: Matthew1027 Prayer Team - Newsletter #2

Dear Family in Christ,

This is an update about the outreaches coming up this weekend.

Both Friday (tomorrow) and Saturday are Portland Trail Blazers home games. Both games start at 7:00PM. 

On Friday we will meet at our apartment at 7:00PM for prayer and worship, then we will depart at 8:20PM to position ourselves around the stadium for the mass exodus. If you have any tracts, please bring them. We are trying to preserve some of the materials for the launch of John336.com .

On Saturday we will meet at 6:00PM for dinner, and then have a time of prayer and worship. We will also aim to depart at 8:20PM for outreach on Saturday.

If you are able to come to one or both of these outreaches, great! If not, then please remember to keep us in your prayers. I was deeply moved in my heart earlier this week when someone reminded me of 1 Thessalonians chapter 1 verse 5: "Our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. "

Not only in word but...

1. In Power

We need to be broken and humbled by a vision of the Majesty of God before ministering his Word, so that we can be truly filled with his power. In God's Kingdom, the way down is the way up. We need to be poor in Spirit so we can truly be filled with the Spirit.

2. In the Holy Spirit

We need to be saturated in prayer, confident that the Holy Spirit is indeed with us, moving and having His way. Everything we do is vain, no matter how spiritual looking, if we don't have this sense of the Spirit of God being present with us, working through our frailties. 

3. Full (deep) Conviction

We need to be men and women of conviction. Living, breathing, sleeping, thinking, praying, and preaching out of deep personal conviction. We must not declare truth that is distant from our experience and not treasured in our hearts.

May God help us! We desperately need him, so let's express our desperation to him. Pray, pray, pray.

I love you all very much. 

May the Lamb that was slain receive the reward of His sufferings!

- Jeff 

From: prayer@matthew1027.org

Date: Tue, 13 Nov 2007 23:40:19 -0800

Subject: Matthew1027 Prayer Team Newsletter #3

This is a petition for your prayers, and announcement of future outreaches.

We went on two outreaches this last week. Two of us went out on Friday to the Blazers game. We gave out many gospel booklets and declared the glory of Christ as people loaded up on the MAX light rail after the game. May the beautiful Word's of God ring aloud in the minds and hearts of those who heard!

There were a few people of note to pray for:

1. Dante and Ryan. These two "gangster style" teenagers eagerly received C.D.'s of Piper expounding the gospel of Christ, and they assured us that they would give it a listen and consider the contents. They seemed to know very little of the gospel but appeared somewhat tender in their hearts. 

2. Benjamin. A very intelligent and deceived man in his twenties. He had read the Bible as well as just about every other religious work. He is essentially a secular humanist. We talked for a long time and developed some mutual trust in the midst of our conversation. He had a very hard life growing up, but "made a way for himself." He is blind to his own depravity. He guaranteed us he would consider the contents of the Piper C.D.

On Saturday a bunch of us went to Pioneer Courthouse Square, and some of us eventually moved on from there to the Blazer game. We decided to hit the same convenient location that we hit the night before, by the MAX. It was extremely crowded, and a bunch of us took turns preaching until we could preach no more. There were a handful of people that stopped to encourage us. We distributed a lot of literature.

Here are some specific people to pray for from Saturday

1. Devon - we met him at the square and he has a Jehovah's Witness background. He appeared to be A.D.D. and it was very hard for him to slow down enough to listen, but he was eager to engage and defend his views. After a while, we were able to make some progress and interact with him. After some of us left for the Blazer game, John continued speaking with him for over an hour. May the seeds planted grow to become a mighty tree! While he acknowledged that we can know about God, He had trouble comprehending that we can actually know God and walk in a relationship with Him. 

2. Darren - he listened to most, if not all of, the conversation with Devon. At first he appeared to be a Christian, but later he exposed his universalist views. It seems that he probably struggled with confusion on a number of major issues. May God give Him soundness of mind, to know and trust Jesus as He is!

3. Darren #2 - Kurt talked to this man as the Blazer game was getting out. His girlfriend is a believer and has been working on him for a long time. We should pray for Darren's salvation, but also for the safety of his girlfriend (our sister). He was willing to talk and listen, but seems to be unable to simply believe.

Future Outreaches:

There aren't any more home games this coming week, but we will meet on Saturday (17th) at 5:00 p.m. for a meal, prayer, and outreach at Pioneer Square.

The Friday (23rd) after thanksgiving would be an excellent time to go downtown because of all the shopping and sales. There is also the parade happening earlier in the day. If there are enough people able to go on Friday (23rd), I think we should switch the gathering that week to Friday and hit the streets. We will also plan to go to the Blazer's game the Monday (25th) after Thanksgiving. Please email me with your thoughts and availability, and be in prayer for these next outreaches. May God have his way!

May the Lamb that was slain receive the reward of His sufferings!

In Christ,

Jeffrey Lacine

From: prayer@matthew1027.org
Date: November 28, 2007 7:56:17 PM PST

Subject: Matthew1027 Prayer & Outreach Newsletter #4

My fellow laborers in the gospel.

Monday night we gave out the first 10 John336.com bags. It was exciting to get those materials in the hands of people that wanted them. God’s Word will not return void, but it will accomplish that which it is sent forth to accomplish. We weren't able to engage in much extended dialogue, mostly because it was cold and wet many people were quickly rushing from the stadium to their cars or the MAX. This month there will be a lot of people hanging out down town to shop and enjoy the various festivities.

TWO PEOPLE TO PRAY FOR

1. The first one is Matt. He was a twenty something… looked like an upstanding fellow by worldly standards. He eagerly received a Bible and was very thankful for the materials. Pray for God to work in His life through it, I don’t know where he is at.

2. The second person didn't give us his name, but conversed with Matt Cunningham for a bit. He was a 20 something with large ear piercings and seemed to be formerly impacted by the gospel in some way. May God invade His heart with grace and mercy!

TWO ADDITIONAL PRAYER REQUESTS

1. Pray that money comes in so we can order more Bibles. We only have 13 Bibles left and are very eager to distribute more. Pass on the www.matthew1027.org website to your friends. By God’s grace we're going to start presenting it to churches in January. It would be awesome if we had a good stockpile of resources ready for Spring outreaches when Portlanders come out of their caves into the streets.

2. On Tuesday night I will be meeting with the elders of HOFCC to talk about the ministry and seek a more formal covering from the Church. May God have His way. Please pray.

NEXT GATHERING/OUTREACH

We will be meeting this Saturday at 5:00PM for a meal and prayer at the Lacine House, then head out to Pioneer Courthouse Square. We will also begin putting together our street hymnal so we can worship God in song on the streets of Portland.

May the Lamb that was slain receive the reward of His sufferings!

In Christ,

Jeff

From: prayer@matthew1027.org
Date: December 2, 2007 7:47:13 PM PST

Subject: Matthew1027 Prayer & Outreach Newsletter #5

To my fellow laborers in Christ!

We again petition your prayers. We are counting on the prayers of those who receive this newsletter and see your role as vital to this ministry. God moves when His people pray. We long for God to move in ways beyond our expectations, and we trust His Spirit to make people that are dead in their sins come alive in Christ Jesus.

Yesterday (Saturday, 12/01) we had our weekly meeting and outreach downtown. We had a great time of fellowship over a meal, and then hit the streets with hymnals in hand. We worshiped God with melodies on Portland streets, and what a joy it was. Between songs we would deliver short 2-3 minute sermons, and individuals in our group would stop singing to go and talk to people as they felt led. There were 3 people in particular that we would ask you to pray for.

1. Andrew. Andrew is a forty-five year old Hispanic man who is a heroin addict. We were singing and preaching, and he was just hanging around for quite awhile, when all of a sudden he blurted out, something like, “I know what your singing about, but I’m a heroin addict!” One of us spoke with him for quite some time. Just last month he was staying at a pastors house in Salem so that he could go through withdrawls. He claimed to have a $300 a day habit, and was afraid that the withrdrawls would kill him, so he told the pastor he had to leave. The pastor said, “You don’t need to leave, you know what you need to do.” Confused, Andrew responded, “What?” The pastor replied, “Humble yourself and cry out to God.” Andrew began crying as he told us how he got on his face before God, crying out for help. “God delivered me from my withdrawls,” he said. “I know God has the power to take this thing from me, and he proved it there. I’m only using twice a day now, but I know that if I trusted Jesus, He would take this from me too.” He asked for prayer and seemed genuinely sincere. He took a John336.com bag from us.

2. Desiree and Casey. Desiree and Casey are two teenaged girls who sat listening to our singing and eagerly received John336.com bags. They opened up the bags right there and started looking through the Bible and other gospel materials. One of us talked with them for an extended period of time. They admitted that there problem was that they loved their sin more than Jesus. They asked for us to pray that they would truly believe and trust God. We told them that you would be praying. Please pray for them.

Our next Outreach gathering will be on Saturday 12/08 at 5:00 at the Lacine house. We will have a meal and prayer, then hit the streets. 

Also, please keep me (Jeff) in prayer as I meet with the elders of HOFCC this Tuesday about Matthew1027. 

I praise God for your labors in prayer and evangelism. May God bless you richly as you seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.

May the Lamb that was slain receive the reward of His sufferings!

In Christ,

Jeff Lacine

From: prayer@matthew1027.org
Date: December 18, 2007 10:27:57 AM PST
Subject: Matthew1027 Prayer & Outreach Newsletter #6
To my fellow laborers in Christ!

It has been just over 2 weeks since our last Newsletter, and a lot has happened since then. The meeting with the elders at HOFCC went well, and it seems like they are very interested in partnering with us in this ministry. There will be more details to follow as this develops.

We have also been able to purchase 96 Bibles this past week for distribution, due to generous donations! God is faithful, and He knows exactly what He is doing. The fruitfulness of our labors is all up to Him, and we would have it no other way. What an amazing, mysterious, and almost scandalous thing it is that the very Word of God is carried and declared by sinful men and women. What humility this should bring to us!

Here are prayer requests from the last two outreaches:

Requests from Saturday Outreach 12/08/07

1. Casey and Desiree are two young teenaged girls we met during outreach. They received John336 bags with great eagerness and heard the gospel message in detail. They admitted that they love their sin more than Jesus, and want us all to be praying that they would be able to believe enough to entrust their lives to God. I told them we would be praying, and many of us have been already. Please remember them in your prayers.

Requests from Saturday Outreach 12/15/07

2. Kellen is a gentlemen in his twenties who grew up in the foursquare church. His dad was (and I think still is) a minister in those circles. He is an educated man who is currently studying psychology/neuroscience at PSU. He thinks the Bible isn't true, but that people need "a God" to answer life's most difficult questions. His girlfriend, Megan, is a professing Christian. Please pray for them.

3. Jason is a believer who married a mormon woman, and they got a divorce just recently. Because of his bad experiences with mormonism he is afraid of Church and keeping anything that seems like it might be organized religion at arms length. He seems to genuinely believe the gospel, but needs to get things right with God, and is walking with a defiled conscience. PRAY!

4. Dasha is an older teenaged girl who began mocking our preaching and evangelistic efforts. When someone pulled her aside and presented her with the gospel message, her tone quickly changed. She asked good questions with apparent genuineness, and appeared to be holding back tears throughout the conversation. She received a John336 bag and agreed to examine the materials. Pray for her as you feel moved by the Spirit. She was with a friend, Taylor, who seemed considerably more resistant to the gospel message.

5. Dre is an older man who just recently got out of the state Penitentiary after a considerable amount of time. He said that he has begun reading His bible again, and I told him we would be praying for him.

6. A.J. is a seemingly soft-hearted young man. He took John336 materials with thankfulness. Pray that God speaks to Him as he looks them over.

As usual, there are certainly other people who we encountered during our outreaches, but these are the ones in particular we would ask you to pray for.

We will be meeting on Saturday 12/22 for a meal and prayer at 5:00, and then hit the streets for outreach immediately following. If you are interested in reviewing new evangelistic DVD's with us for possible John336.com distribution, come an hour early (at 4:00). 

Our street hymnals will be ready for use, so come ready to praise God on the streets of Portland! 

Please note, the following week (12/29) we will not be meeting, but we will be meeting again on Saturday, 01/05/2008!

May the Lamb that was slain receive the reward of His sufferings!

In Christ,

Jeff Lacine

Matthew1027.org
(503) 550-3640

To read archived Newsletters please go to:

http://www.matthew1027.org/admin/newsletters.doc
